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came our first National President, Sarojini Devi who has
succeeded him, Rai Bahadur R. B. Saksena who is here with us,
and Sardar K. M. Panikkar, who is also with us and who was
instrumental in interesting the British Council in our Con-
ference and thus making the trip of Messrs. Forster and Quid
possible. These four members were there. Hennon Quid had
approached several people to see if a real centre could not be
formed for India. He realized the importance of giving India
her rightful place in an international association of writers, a
cultural association of men and women of all lands and
all races, united by their common idea of culture and of
comradeship and friendship. It was he who approached me
and asked me whether I would undertake the responsibility
of founding and organizing a centre in India. At once feeling
in sympathy with the cause of the P.E.N. International,
I felt and foresaw the great possibilities for India and the
world if a centre was established for our Motherland. I saw
several people, consulted several people including Sarojini
Devi, and in 1933, with the blessings of Gurudev, our
Rabindranath Tagore, the centre was launched very quietly,
very silently, a small seed sown with disinterested devotion
for the cause of unity, for the cause of brotherhood, and for
the cause of culture, which is ever one and indivisible. Ever
since then, the Indian Centre of the International P.E.N. has
been labouring to promote the unification of India through a
better knowledge and understanding of all our Indian litera-
tures. The same ideal which the P.E.N, has in view for the
world at large has been ours for this cradle of all civilization,
Mother India. Soon after the establishment of this India
Centre, we started a small bulletin called The Indian P-E^V,,
and month after month, regularly and punctually, this
journal has gone out trying to disseminate valuable informa-
tion on the various literary activities of oar men and women
of letters*
I do not wish to keep you very long, although there is a
great deal to say naturally about the struggles, the difficulties,
the problems as well as the achievements and the successes
of the AU-India Centre of the P.E.N. This Conference at
Jaipur will have turned even our most pessimistic members
into optimists. Condition were difficult, and year after year